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2011-2012 Parent Information

All Parents: There will be a parents meeting Tuesday, September 20th 8:00pm at the school.

Mark Your Calendar for this year’s special events:

September 16th-18th – Dorchester International Cuboree Camp

October 15th – Apple Day

November 6th – Remembrance Parade

December 4th – Santa Claus Parade

January 20th-22nd, 2012 – Winter Camp @ Camp Bel
March 31st, 2012 – Elmira Maple Syrup Festival

May 25th-27th, 2011 – Canoe Camp
June 8th-10th, 2012 – Link Camp @ Camp Everton

Meetings start at 7:00pm (doors open at 6:45).  Please arrive a few minutes early, dressed for the weather and with indoor shoes.  We would like to take advantage of the outdoors on short notice.

Safety Information

In Scouting we have rules to keep Cubs safe (feel free to ask a leader for details) but the area for the most chances of mistake is drop-off and pick-up time.  Parents please:
I. Make sure there are 2 leaders present before leaving your child.


II. Check the schedule, web site and white board for upcoming changes in location or changes in schedule.  You can sign up to use Google Calendar to get reminders.


III. Arrive before 7:00pm  to meetings so we can start promptly.  Doors open at 6:45pm.


IV. Make sure we have up-to-date contact and medical information.
As always, if you have any concerns, please feel free to contact any leader.

Car Pooling

It is the policy of Scouts Canada that parents should drive their youth to camps and events.  We at the 1st Elmira Cub Pack recognize that it is sometimes difficult to do so and hard to coordinate arrivals at events, therefore, we frequently arrange car pooling to out of town events.  When you are allowing your child to be driven by another adult, including a leader, you are asking that adult as a friend to do you a favour and drive your child and stepping outside of the safety nets established by Scouts Canada (i.e. the rule that adults operate in groups of 2 or more).  We will make all best efforts to travel in convoy and to have at least 2 or more youth, unrelated to the driver in each vehicle.  Ultimately you should comfortable with the transportation arrangements or be prepared to drive your child yourself.
Our Mission

To contribute to the education of young people, through a value system based on the Scout Promise and Law, to help build a better world where people are self-fulfilled as individuals and play a constructive role in society.
In Cubs We: Respect – Giving Back to Our Community – Take Care of Our Environment
We Need Your Help
In particular, we need help car pooling to camps and outings. We may need help running activities on nights when many leaders are not available and we may need help preparing for crafts, camps and activities.  Of course, we could always use another leader!
Many hands make light work!!!

Training and program ideas provided for all leaders.
Scout Fund

Youth who participate in Scout Popcorn and Christmas Trees selling get a portion of their profits which they can then apply to offset their Scouting costs.

Details:

· Applicable to camp fees, activity fees, and registration.
· Swims up with youth when they move up to Scouts.
· Stays with Elmira Scouting if youth leaves
Camps
We have an ambitious year planned that is going to be lots of fun and a big part of this fun will be the camps, sleepovers, and weekend events.  They provide the Cubs great opportunities to expand their horizon and bond with their Pack-mates.  We strongly encourage all youth to give it a try.  With many events, parents are welcome to join but some have numbers and Scouters-only restrictions.  Most camps cost $50/youth.
For all camps there will be emergency contact information – an individual in Elmira that we will contact in event of an emergency who you will be able to contact for updates.
All youth must have appropriate outdoor clothing (good rain jacket and boots and good snow pants, hat, water proof gloves and jacket for winter) and a labelled re-useable water bottle.  Campers will need a duffle bag or large back pack which they can pack all their stuff in (sleeping bag can be separate).  No garbage bags.  Youth must be able to carry their gear to the camp site.
Directions to Scout Shed (Scout shed will move sometime this year)
1. Take Arthur St N past Church St 

2. Turn right (east) onto Martin's Lane right after the pet food plant 

3. Follow the lane to the end, Scout Shed is last building on the left

Directions to Rover Den 

1. Take Arthur St S 

2. Turn East onto Oriole Parkway E (towards New Orleans Pizza) 

3. Cross Union St and continue till the end, the Rover Den is on the right

Bones – What are they?
Bones are a system of points that Cubs earn for themselves and their Six (the Pack is divided into Sixes).  From time to time, the top bone earners for the given period (1-2 months), get a chance to pick a prize from the prize box.  At the end of the year, the Six with the most bones wins a reward.

Cubs earn bones when they participate in services to the community and their pack, when they earn badges, stars and awards, when they come to camp, but the simplest way Cubs can earn lots of bones is through inspections.  Inspections are conducted just before opening so late Cubs will miss out.  Cubs are expected to have their Cub book and complete uniform for regular meetings (at the school), including badges correctly placed on the uniform shirt.  For tours or outdoor activities, just the shirt and necker are required.  After opening, Cubs can remove their uniforms.
Wolf Cub Promise:
I promise to do my best
To love and serve God, to do my duty to the Queen;
To keep the law of the Wolf Cub pack,
And to do a good turn for somebody every day.
Wolf Cub Law:
The Cub respects the Old Wolf,
The Cub respects himself/herself.
Information for new Cubs

Uniform: Scouts is a uniformed organization.  During regular meetings, the uniform is only worn for opening and closing and youth may remove it during activities.  We wear it to and from camp and wear the necker during activities for identification.  Did you know Baden-Powell designed the necker to be long enough for a sling?  Show that you respect yourself, by respecting your uniform.

What you need: New Cubs new to purchase a grey uniform shirt, and a Cub book from the Scout Shop (844 Frederick Street, 742-8325, open Thu 12-8, Fri 12-8, Sat 9-1).  The book tells you all about Cubs, has information on the badges, stars, and awards you can earn, as well as interesting information about the outdoors, camping, nature, physical fitness, etc.  Your necker and first woggle will be given to you at investiture – the ceremony where you officially become part of the pack.
Badges, Stars, Awards: Yes, they are easy.  Just start one requirement at a time and you will be amazed how quickly you’ve earned a badge, then show it with pride on your sash.  If you need help or ideas, talk to your Sixer or a leader or your mom and dad.

Camps!  There is nothing like a Cub Camp!  We try very hard to pick camps that will be fun and give you once-in-a-lifetime adventures.  Sure there are summer camps, and family camps, but these are with your pack and often only available to Scouting.  Don’t miss out, just do your best and we know you will have a great time!
Need more information? Got a question?  Don’t be shy – just ask a leader or check out our website www.elmirascouting.com for information, schedules, maps and directions and add it to your favorites!

Bring On The Adventure
As usual, if you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to call any of the leaders.

Thanks 

The 2011-2012 Old Wolves.
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